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Finding children’s music albums for the pre-
school to 6th grade set is easy as ABC. The chal-
lenge comes figuring out what releases have
the stuff to please children and young-at-heart
Srownups.

On Ben Rudnick’s Blast Off!, the words
catchy and irrepressible just begin to describe
the string-band music uncorked by a quintet of
gifted instrumentalists whose idea of a rollick-
ing good time runs from “Martian Hoedown™
through “Juicy Black Fly” to *Dads Can
Dance.” Rudnick’s active musical imagination
is central to his charm, his music having a coun-
try rock base with bluegrass, polka, Tex-Mex,
jazz, blues or folk colorants. His lead singing is
more than adequate to his zany, smart tunes.

On The Amazing Adventures Of Kid Astro,
singer/guitarist Ralph Covert delights young
people at the same time he attracts older listen-
ers with his winning melodies, clever and intel-
ligent lyrics, and breadth of musical imagina-
tion (he’s partial to several rock styles of the
'70s). Saxophonist Mars Williams adds to the
funky mirth of “Playground.” Kids" favorite:
“We Are Ants.”

With Jazz For Kids, pianist David Leonhardt
gives kids a sense of comfort with the melodies
to threadbare tunes like “Are You Sleeping?”
and “Somewhere Over The Rainbow.” With any
luck. the target audience will stay attentive for
the improvisations. The kid connection would be
stronger had the Pennsylvania-based performer-
educator ventured outside his middle-aged com-
fort zone and jazzed-up fresher tunes from
movies, television and pop culture.

—Frank-John Hadley

Blast Offf: Rocket Ship Man; | Got A New Friend; Reading A
Book; My Name |s Burt; Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious; Juicy
Black Fhy; M.T.A.; Martian Hoedown; Why'd The Chicken Cross
The Road; Dads Can Dance; The Fox; Sons & Daughters.
(39:20)

Personnel: Ben Rudnick, vocals, guitar, organ, foot stomps,
hand claps; Arnie Ashford, bass, vocals; Jared Steer, drums,
percussion; Mark Yacovone, accordion, melodica, piano; John
Zevos, mandolin, vocals; with others.

Ordering Info: v

The Amazing Adventures Of Kid Astro: Kid Astro; Just
Like The Monkeys; Fee Fi Fo Fum; Mr. Rabbit, Dumptruck;
We Are Ants; The Tea Tale; Miss Molly Crackerjack; Who's
The Winner?; Sucking Cider From A Straw; Playground; Old
Man Dan; Sun In My Evyes; Treehouse Orchestra. (36:15)

Personnel: Ralph Covert, vocals, acoustic guitar, piano; John
Nudzen, acoustic guitar, electric guitar, dobro, mandolin; Deb

Lader, acoustic guitar; Steve Gerlach, electric guitar; Corky
Siegel, harmonica; John Otto, clarinet; Mars Williams, saxo-
phone; Matt Lewis, trumpet; Ben Lewis, piano, clavichord,
organ; Michael Cole, keyboards; Pickles Piekarski, bass gui-
tar; Matt Walker, drums; Tommi Zender, Eric Blomstrom,
percussion.

Ordering Info: v

Jazz For Kids: Are You Sleeping?; When You Wish Upon A
Star: This Old Man; Never Never Land; Flintstones; Somewhere
Over The Rainbow; Route 66; Soreday My Prince Will Corne;
Hip Kids Blues; I'm An Old Cow Hand; My Favorite Things;
Blues Shuffle; If You're Happy And You Know t. (41:26)
Personnel: David Leonhardt, piano; Nacy Reed, vocals; Lamy
MecKenna, saxophone; Tony Marino, bass; Taro Okamoto,
drums.

Ordering Info: v
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12 Annual
Improvisation

Workshop
for High School and
College Students

Seven infense days of
improvisation, performance,
arranging, and history for
students age 14 and older

Open fo commuters as
well as resident participants

Ten exciting jazz ensembles

World-renowned artists
in nightly clinics and concerts

An evening at the legendary
New York City Jazz Club, Iridium

A final concert with students and
resident faculty

Previous Arfists in Residence:
Dr. Billy Taylor and Clark Terry

Resident Faculty: Jim McNeely, Richard
DeRosa, David Demsey, Steve la Sping,

Funded in part by a grant from

Distance learning at 973.720.2436
For further information, conlact
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Coordinator of Jazz Studies, at
973.720.2268,

or email demseyd@wpunj.edu

Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation

For brochure and application, call the
Cenfer for Continuing Education and

Marcus Mclaurine, and Janet Reeves

Previous Guest Artists: Slide Hampton,
lou Donaldsen, Curtis Fuller, "Fathead”
Newman, Bob Minizer, Poquito D'Rivera,
Frank Wess, Chris Potter, and Jimmy Heath
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